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DANDINIST FACTIONS |
<FIGHT, REAGAN SAYS

:He Declines Comment on U.S..
.--Aid and Says the Conflict Is
Between Ins and Quts |

By PHILIP TAUBMAN
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, March 29 — Presi-
dent Reagan today described the recent
-fighting between the military and anti-
Governmen: forces in Nicaragua as a
iactional conflict between different ele.
ments of the coalition that seized power
in Nicarague in 1978.
. -1n a question and answer session with
six White House reporters, Mr. Reagan
-said the coalition that toppied the Gov.
ernrent of Gen. Anastasioc Somoza De-
bayle collapsed when *‘the extreme lef.
.ist faction’’ took control and created &
-*"Marxist-Leninist government openly
-acknowiedging their ties to Cuba and
tbe Soviet Union.”

‘“What we're seeing now,” he said,
«“are the other revolutionary factions
“totally ousted from any participation in
.the Governmez: now fighting back on
- that.” .

Tried to Get Along’

Mr. Reagan declined to comment on
whether the United Siates was covertly
- Supporting the anti-Government para-
military forces. He said his Administra-
ton had “tried to get along with the
. Government of Nicaragua’” but had
- found it *“‘in direct vioiation” of pledges
" that it would not support guerrillas in E]
: Salvador. .
. Jdhe Sandinist Government in Mana- |
+ gua has coniended in recent days that '
_paramilitary forces supported by the
. United States have stepped up their ac- |
. tivities within the country, attackmg§
- civilians and Government troops in as-
- seults in northwestern Nicaragusa. ;
. Tne Reagan Administration, while |
«not denving it has aided anti-Govern- |
" ment forces, has portrayed he fighting ;
~as an internal affair. That has been |
. greeted with skepnicism at the United
* Nations, where the Security Council has |
“debated the Nicaraguan conflict this,'
,week. Allies like the Netherlands, Spain .
+and Pakistan have questioned the
¢ American assessmen of events,
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‘~“Today Mr. Reagan said he did -not
.think that American credibility was
+being damaged. He said the United
States had told its allies that “‘they’ve
been subjected to quite 2 wave of world-
wide propaganda based on the Salvado-
ran conflict.”
. “And I think we have convinced &
.number of them that what we‘re doing |
»isvalid,” the President said.
" Questions Raised in Congress |
The escalation of hostilities in Nica- |
.Tagua has also raised questions in Con-
-gress. There the key issue is whether -

i the Administration is honoring a law -

* that prohibits American support for any ;
. military effort to overthrow the Sandin.
-ist Government.

“.- The law, which was passed by lop-
"sided votes in both the Semate and
House in December, was in the form of )
an amendment to & catchall appropria- |
tions bill for the fiscal year 1983. It was '
introduced after a fiurry of published
reports that the Central Intelligence
Agency was providing arms and finan-
cial assistance to anti-Sand:nist groups

based in Honduras and Costa Rica.

The amendment, named for its spon-
501, Representative Edward P. Boland,
Democrat of Massachusetts, chairman
of the House intelligence committee,
bars support to paramilitary forces that
is ‘““for the purpose” of ovi i
the Ni Governmen:,

Members of both the Senate and
House intelligence committees said this
week that concern was growing about
the Central Intelligence Agency’s roie |
in the Nicaraguan conflict. )

Rep#esentative Wyche Fowler Jr., |
Democrat of Georgia, a member of the
House intelligence committee, is visit- |
ing Nicaragua and Hondures this week .
to look at the agency’s activities. Other
members said they expected the House ‘
committee to hoid hearings on the issue .
next month.

Senator Patrick J. Leahy, Democrat

' of Vermont, visited Central Americs |

ezrlier this year for the Seaste intelli- .
gence committee. Members who have "
read 2 report that Mr. Leahy prepared |
about his visit said it had et little doubt I
that the agency, while following the let- |
ter of the Boland amendment, was vio-

lating its spirit. , i

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/01/12 - CIA-RDP90-00552R000303570125-7 .

Senio

STAT

that the agency nas provided weapons, }
ammunition-and financial aid to para.
military forces in Central America. .
This etfort, which they said was ap-
proved by President Reagan in Novem-

- ber 1981 as part of an extencive plan for

intelligence operations in Central
America, called for using the paramili-
tary units to stop the fiow of Soviet and
Cuban arms that the Administration
said was moving across Benduras and
Nicaragua to guerrillas in El Salvador,

According to senior nationa) security
officials, the irregular forces, made up
primarily of Nicaraguan exiles includ.
ing some former supporters of General
Somoza, were alsc to be used to harass
the lia.nd.imst Governroent by conduct-
ing hit-and-run raids in Nicaragua from
bases in Honduras and Coste Rica. .

- Psychological Wartare

Reagan Administration officials said
Monday that the State Department’s re-
tusal to disclaim American support for
anti-Sandinist forces was mezant in part
10 be & form of psychcicgical warfare.
They said it was designec 1 keep Nica-
raguan leaders worried about the ex.
tent of American invoivemest in hopes
that this would force them to cease sup-
porting guerrillas in £} Salvador.

Central Intelligence Agency officials
have told Congress that all these uses of
the paramilitary forces fali within the
terms of the Boland amendment be. .
cause the United States gssistance is :
not specifically for the purpose of over.
throwing the Nicaraguen Government,

The problem, according to both |
Democrats and Republicans on the Sep- |
ate and House intejligence committees, }
is that the C.I.A. cannot control the ac. ’
tions of the paramilitary torces. ]
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